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Today we will…
1. PLAY - experience a high skill, low risk 

(online) task.

2. EXPLORE - why play is important to 
learning (in the classroom with students 
and for instructors)

3. SHARE - what you do to build connection 
and have fun in your teaching and learning 
spaces

Image - feeling 
comfortable enough to 
“floss”. NFO, 2024



GO

Sometimes, just getting students to play is the heart of 
playful pedagogy. We find that easy-to-learn and 

hard-to-master games give students a safe place to interact 
with the class and each other before we challenge them to play 
and learn together in more serious contexts. For the price of 
five minutes of play at the beginning of each online class, we 

earn trust, attention and connection that translates into real 
learning. 

- Forbes, L. & Thomas, D. (2024). 

https://neal.fun/perfect-circle/


 

Why Play? 

● More effective learning

● Saliency and neuroplasticity

● Improved group dynamics/ morale/ bonding

● More intrinsic motivation and curiosity

● Student Centered Learning
Image - “playing” with the idea of gamifying 
course content via an escape room - ACIFA, 
2023. 



Benefits of play

● Adaptive
● Reduced stress/ 

anxiety
● Optimism/ lightness
● Problem solving/ 

creativity
Image - faculty, lab techs and student advisors 
“playing” for glory.  May Learning Days, 2024. 

 



Outcomes perceived as 
valuable by students

1. Increased self awareness
2. Enjoyment, pleasure, fun, laughter. 

Lightening UP! 
3. Being challenged to use brain in new 

ways
4. Being pushed out of “comfort zone”
5. Understanding “essential/ 

transferable skills” better
6. Enhanced creativity
7. Connection to classmates
8. Increased class morale
9. Thinking differently, seeing others 

differently. 
10. Problem solving amid uncertainty. 



HA!
HA!



Hold 
space to 
play and 
(adults) 

will come! 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1J8k78tU18jYVeQTcQZ8BHn1Yjnj3oeUu/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1V1r8j4_YSL-PRVM30-POagSUr7nJotbx/preview






Alberta Dream Crew

Alberta Champions

Image made in ChatGPT
Songs created in SUNO AI



Thank You!
Mabyn Grinde
mabyn.grinde@lakelandcollege.ca

Image created in ChatGPT 4.0

mailto:mabyn.grinde@lakelandcollege.ca


Eeek…. these ideas are SO GREAT! 

● Suno - for making online songs/ music
● Draw a Perfect Circle  &  Play Flappy 

Bird
● Professors at Play - download the 

Playbooks, read them, love them! 
● Goosechase (create an educator 

account for 5 free “players” and create 
teams)

● Padlet of Ideas 

● Creative Acts for Curious People: How 
to Think, Create, and Lead in 
Unconventional Ways

Image - Faculty playing with improv 
games for learning, August 2024). 

https://suno.com/
https://neal.fun/perfect-circle/
https://flappybird.io/
https://flappybird.io/
https://professorsatplay.org/
https://goosechase.com/
https://padlet.com/ldaccess/Playful%20Learning
https://www.amazon.ca/Creative-Acts-Curious-People-Unconventional/dp/1984858165/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DQ27hdECUDEzh6UkzjEPLNU16T-E8qCzom-cOZrwwpmVwtmyH7Ru0o_liazWGSaWKMG8-4ip3b6okcvK5AOOjY7N1oML1rUY97dJ0Cvf1FLbzSVLy8_xsuoGsw2SVcLJFhMqxn1LNITl67xCEBJjnN3VY7qWPgVq-BNrCzQJG7sJid-bfL-2wa48nAXynGkY-KSMBEKbYWQeWFjRpzbTz1fj6tR0us1KDMPFn02O3bjd0-2Qb8Ok2PI79K5sFKDePbQ4R6tr3BUF7GdNrsIUOM3E1JX7X2lu4dd-iBwnvjo.txO1Aljoir3eHH0tt77EwJtZH9g-pZLN1uPyYv3VvO4&dib_tag=se&hvadid=667773088963&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9001433&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=9583981107243337177&hvtargid=kwd-1406516032764&hydadcr=5464_13351544&keywords=creative+acts+for+curious+people&qid=1732077662&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Creative-Acts-Curious-People-Unconventional/dp/1984858165/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DQ27hdECUDEzh6UkzjEPLNU16T-E8qCzom-cOZrwwpmVwtmyH7Ru0o_liazWGSaWKMG8-4ip3b6okcvK5AOOjY7N1oML1rUY97dJ0Cvf1FLbzSVLy8_xsuoGsw2SVcLJFhMqxn1LNITl67xCEBJjnN3VY7qWPgVq-BNrCzQJG7sJid-bfL-2wa48nAXynGkY-KSMBEKbYWQeWFjRpzbTz1fj6tR0us1KDMPFn02O3bjd0-2Qb8Ok2PI79K5sFKDePbQ4R6tr3BUF7GdNrsIUOM3E1JX7X2lu4dd-iBwnvjo.txO1Aljoir3eHH0tt77EwJtZH9g-pZLN1uPyYv3VvO4&dib_tag=se&hvadid=667773088963&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9001433&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=9583981107243337177&hvtargid=kwd-1406516032764&hydadcr=5464_13351544&keywords=creative+acts+for+curious+people&qid=1732077662&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Creative-Acts-Curious-People-Unconventional/dp/1984858165/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DQ27hdECUDEzh6UkzjEPLNU16T-E8qCzom-cOZrwwpmVwtmyH7Ru0o_liazWGSaWKMG8-4ip3b6okcvK5AOOjY7N1oML1rUY97dJ0Cvf1FLbzSVLy8_xsuoGsw2SVcLJFhMqxn1LNITl67xCEBJjnN3VY7qWPgVq-BNrCzQJG7sJid-bfL-2wa48nAXynGkY-KSMBEKbYWQeWFjRpzbTz1fj6tR0us1KDMPFn02O3bjd0-2Qb8Ok2PI79K5sFKDePbQ4R6tr3BUF7GdNrsIUOM3E1JX7X2lu4dd-iBwnvjo.txO1Aljoir3eHH0tt77EwJtZH9g-pZLN1uPyYv3VvO4&dib_tag=se&hvadid=667773088963&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9001433&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=9583981107243337177&hvtargid=kwd-1406516032764&hydadcr=5464_13351544&keywords=creative+acts+for+curious+people&qid=1732077662&sr=8-1


https://professorsatplay.org/ai-playbook/
https://press.etc.cmu.edu/books/professors-play-playbook

